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Since Labour has been in government Britain has led EU and international efforts to
tackle discrimination and promote equal rights for LGBT people. A Labour government
will build on its massive development of LGBT Rights in the UK since 1997 and will
look to expand this abroad. Labour will use Britain's unique strength in the world and
of our international alliances to fight for our values, to challenge homophobia,
promote equality and ensure other governments deliver LGBT equality. Under Labour
the UK will continue to be a beacon of hope for LGBT people.

A Labour Government will:
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Be a relentless champion at the UN, on the world stage and in the Commonwealth for
LGBT rights

All over the world, LGBT people face discrimination including murder, assault and
“correctional rape”. Some states actively persecute and criminalise homosexuality,
including with the death penalty. Some states refuse to do anything to protect LGBT
citizens. A Labour Government will continue to campaign against anti-LGBT laws and
defend the human rights of LGBT people wherever they're under attack. In particular we
will always raise matters of LGBT rights in countries where there is systematic violence
or harassment against LGBT people, including Russia, Uganda, Iran and Jamaica.

Campaign to extend Labour’s equality measures in Europe and across the globe,
especially establishing civil partnerships in every EU state

We will encourage and support all governments to remove homophobic laws from the
statute books, as we have done, and bring in equality measures for LGBT people. Where
same-sex couples do not have the same rights as heterosexual couples, we will push for
recognition of civil partnerships.

Push for the UK'’s Civil Partnerships to be recognised in the European Union with equal
status to marriage

Until recently UK civil partners who live in France or Spain had to register under that
country’s rules in order to enjoy the same rights. We have now formally agreed
reciprocal agreements, but we now need to extend this to all the EU countries, so UK
civil partners can enjoy all the same rights abroad as at home, including next-of-kin, tax,
inheritance and pension rights.

Ensure every British Embassy licensed to hold Civil Partnerships

All UK Embassies will be licensed to host Civil Partnerships where a domestic equivalent
is not available. 29 have been licensed to date but all will be able to host Civil
Partnerships during the next Parliament. Under our legislation, all British Embassies and



